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PINAL COUNTY, AZ (CBS5) -

Most Arizonans a「e very fam掴a「 with the fede「al govemment’s botched ’’Fast and Furious” operation. WelI now, CBS

5 News has learned ofa=egations the U.S govemment may have a=owed d「ugs to be smuggled into the U.S. for 12

yearS.

PinaI County She碓Paul Babeu says he’s been at odds in recent years with the federal govemment ove「 its tactics in

fighting d「ugs coming f「om south ofthe bo「der.

’一The ve「y peopIe that we’「e fighting, Ou「 OWn federaI gove「nment has been a「ming,“ Babeu added.

But it’s an a=egation 「eported Monday in a major Mexican newspape「 he says p「oves the feds may have gone too fa「.

一iThis is a betrayal on the highest leveI and we have seen this far too often.’’

ln fede「aI court documents sent to CBS 5 News, a lawye「 for one of the carteI’s highest Iieutenants, Jesus Vieente

Zambada-Neibla, a=eges the U,S. gove「nment ente「ed into an ag「eement with the notorious Sjnaloa cartei, One Of

the la「gest drug t「afficking o「ganizations in the worid. it was to p「OVide info「mation against rival Mexican d「ug

tra怖cking organizations. in 「etum, the U.S. govemment agreed not to interfere w軸Sinaioa’s drug t「a飾cking activities

into the U.S between 2000 and 20-12.

一’It unde「cuts the 「uIe of law, the essence of everything we’「e trying to do to fight a war on drugs, tO fight these

CarteIs,’’Babeu said,

But the DEA toid CBS 5 News the a=egations simply aren’t true. And a fede「aI judge agreed with the U.S.

gove「nment, When he denied Zambada’s 「equest to have the cha「ges against him d「opped on the basis his carteI

had a deal with the U.S. govemment. ln a statement, DEA spokesman Joseph Moses said:

’⊥aw enforcement meets w筋potenua用1fomants and w励esses regu/arty when bu〃ding d刑g hves的ations・ 777e

idea拘at DEA o箱ered hnmun殉y o「 worse, pemission fo con伽ue fo fraHlc dmgs, is mistaken and fatse!’

But Babeu isn’t buying it.

一一We were kept in the da「k on [Ope「atio巾Fast and Fu「ious when these high-POWe「ed weapons were going south

Without ou「 knowIedge"ii

Thursday, Babeu sent a lette「 to Congressman Darre= Issa, Chairman of the Committee on Ove「sight and

Govemment Refo「m. Babeu is asking fo「 a congressiona=nquiry and hea「ings on this iatest a=egation"

lssa vowed back in Decembe「 to keep up the heat in the investigation of Ope「atjon Fast and Fu「ious, Which led to the

death of a borde「 pat「OI agent.
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